CLEANING INSTRUCTIONS

Drukker Ultramicrotome Knives

Drukker hydrophilic

ultramicrotome knives
Polished diamond wrfaces are characte-
ristically ydrophobic, which means that
2% soon & the water level In the trough
I lowaered the cutting edge will de-wet
and efficient cutting becomes difficult
Drukker International ultramicrotoms
knives are all eut and polithed In wch a
wary that the surface of the diamond |5
hydrophilic, thereby ensuring complete
waitability of the cutting edge at extre-
mely bove water levels in the trowgh
This enabibes the user to dhsose & bower
water level In the trowgh when cutiing
acrylic embsedding media or other water
sensition materiali

Cleaning of Drukker
Hydrophilic Ultra-

microtome Knives

Because of the above mentioned proger-
Ty, it ks important to know that water
soluble materiols will sdhere pasier to
thits hyrehrophilic surface than toa Fdro-
pheobdc surface. This iy also trus for
hydmphilic parts which will ba in con-
tact with the dismond knife during os
immediately after seciboning. Drukker
thirefare sdvise 1o chaan the knife
immediately after a sequence of
sectionindg.
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3. Remows contamination from the
cutting odge with the polystyrene
cleaning sticks suppli
knife. The énd of the stick should be

cult to give a 4590 degres wedged
end uging a cean racor-blade or

scalpel.

The wedge end of the stick should be

with the

soaked in ethyl-alcohol Gently pres
the stick onto the diamond cutting
edge at about ome third of the cuts
ting length from the blade corner. In
ofe movement the cleaning stick
should be stroked abong the cutting

edge and out. f necessary repoeat thiy
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Cryo knives

Remove the knife from the clamp imme-
cliately after use, Duwe o it very how
temparatune ke will form. The koe will
mielt away after a fow minutes.

While still wet the knife thould be
cleaned a4 dedcribsed.

Removal of dried sections
To remose dried out secthons from the
cutting edge the whele knife should be
soaked In distilled water ovarnight.
Srandard cleaning procedienes can then
be used to remowe the sections.

For cleandng only use digiilled
water and ethyl-aloohol, E

Abwanys ode the knife
in its protective box

Temporary restoration of
hydrophilic property

Surfaces which need a more npdrophliic
property can be treated with a solution
af de-lonied water and Decon90,

Put this mixture in 2 squeeze botile and
rinse the entine surface, including the
back side of the knife and the diamond
Pt
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